ABSTRACT. Two new species of Dracaena Vand. ex L.
Dracaena Vand. ex L. belongs to the family Distribution and habitat. Dracaena longipetiolata Asparagaceae, subfamily Nolinoideae, according to is known only from the type collection from the Crystal the APG III classification (Stevens, 2008 ; APG III, Mountains in Gabon. The new species was found in 2009; Chase et al., 2009 ). This subfamily is riverine vegetation, in submontane rainforest. represented in Central and East Africa by three genera, namely Dracaena, Eriospermum Jacq. ex IUCN Red List category. Dracaena longipetiolata Willd., and Sansevieria Thunb. (APG III, 2009) . is assessed as DD or Data Deficient, according to While preparing a revision of Dracaena for Flora of IUCN (2001) criteria. More exploration in the Crystal Tropical East Africa, several unidentified specimens Mountains is required to establish the range and came to light that represent new species, two of which habitat requirements for this species. have already been described (Mwachala et al., 2007; Mwachala & Cheek, 2012 Dracaena from Central Africa
Baker and Engler (1893: 479) described Dracaena to 2 mm; pedicels 2 mm, articulate above the middle. braunii based on a plant from Malimba, Cameroon. Flowers pale white tinged with purple, perianth lobes The protologue stated that the plant was imported by 4-5 3 0.6-0.8 mm, perianth tube 7-8 mm long. J. Braun and cultivated in the Botanical Garden of Stamen filaments white, anthers creamy. Fruits Berlin, where it subsequently flowered in August globose, 1-1.2 3 0.6-1 cm, 1-to 3-seeded; seeds 1891. The type for this species (J. Braun 329), bony globose in single-seeded fruits, (sub)hemicomprising a single flowering shoot and a reproduc-spheric in 2-or 3-seeded ones, 0.8-1 cm diam. tion of the plate published in the protologue, is still at Berlin. The specimen matches the apex of the Distribution and habitat. Dracaena litoralis was flowering stem depicted in Baker and Engler (1893) collected in coastal regions of Cameroon, Equatorial and was probably prepared from the same plant. Guinea, Gabon, and the Republic of Congo. The When Engler's type and protologue were checked taxon has been found in undergrowth in deep shade against material determined as D. braunii in BR, K, at edge of coastal forests, comprised of mangroves, to LBV, P, and WAG, the morphologies did not match. 2-5 m height. The most important differences were the leaf shape, IUCN Red List category. Dracaena litoralis is leaf arrangement, and flower size. No material was assessed as Vulnerable or VU B1ab(iii), according to found in any of these herbaria that matched Braun IUCN (2001). It is known from the beaches of South 329 or Engler's protologue and illustration of D.
Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, and the braunii. The examined specimens thus represent a Republic of Congo, which are prime development new species, D. litoralis, which is described here for the first time. A systematic search should be sites for plantations, petroleum, and tourism. conducted in the coastal areas of Cameroon and Discussion. Dracaena litoralis is closely related Gabon to relocate D. braunii, which is at present to D. braunii from which it differs in the phyllotaxy. known only from the type and the plate accompanyIts leaves are arranged in a rosette at the base of the ing the protologue. Draceana braunii is distinguished stem, while those of D. braunii are evenly spaced out from D. litoralis by its phyllotaxy, with its leaves along the stem. The petioles are longer in the new being spaced along the stem, unlike the basal rosette species (8-14 cm vs. 2-3 cm in D. braunii), and the in D. litoralis. Its petioles are 2-3 cm long, much leaf lamina is longer (8-12 cm vs. less than 6 cm). shorter than the 8-14 cm long petioles in D. litoralis.
The flowers are shorter (to 1.5 cm long vs. 2.3 cm), The leaf lamina in D. braunii is up to 6 cm long, with the perianth lobes shorter than the tube, 4-5 mm whereas it ranges from 8 to 12 cm in D. litoralis. The and 7-8 mm, respectively, versus the perianth more flowers of D. braunii are longer than those of D.
subequal, with the lobes 1.3 cm and the tube ca. 1 litoralis, being about 2.3 cm long, compared to a cm in D. braunii. maximum of 1.5 cm long in D. litoralis. Furthermore, the perianth lobes of D. braunii are longer than the Dracaena from Central Africa
